
Minutes from December 8, 2016 

Attendees: 

Dr. Richard Carnes (Assistant Principal) 

Molly Ball (Parent) 

Roy Blackwell (Parent) 

Lisa Blankinship (Parent) 

Will Lukow (Parent) 

Riva Newton (Teacher) 

Brandee Saas (Parent) 

Dana Townsend (Teacher) 

AGENDA 

 Farran Cheatwood, 8th grade Social Studies/Reading teacher, gave a Parent 
Perspective presentation on CANVAS, the new CCSD learning management system 
she is piloting in the Phase 1 roll-out. Highlights of her presentation included:  

o Blended Learning platform requiring increased technology (Google Chrome 
friendly.) 

o Parents register in addition to the students (Learning Tools) – tutorial videos 
available as well as a Help link for specific questions for Canvas. 

o Categories of information: Announcements, Assignments, Grades, 
Discussions (Blog), Calendar view, and Notifications. 

o Notification options: “How?” and “How Often” options may be chosen. 

o Aspen will still exist as it houses student records, attendance, transcript, etc. 

o Phase 2 roll-out begins 1/3/17. Six additional teachers at MCMS will be 
bringing the platform to their students. 

o Phase 3 will be in place for all students beginning the first day of the 2017-
2018 school year. CCSD personnel working on a “Parent Course” to be 
delivered in mid August.  

 Council Questions to be researched: 

o Will Canvas be able to calculate GPA in high school? 

o Usage ability of the County’s bandwidth? 



 Riva Newton, 7th grade Reading teacher, gave an overview of the Microsoft 
Innovative Educator Classroom program she is piloting and gave a narrative 
explanation of the goals of this concept presented to CCSD by the Microsoft 
Corporation:  

o Goals of MIEC 

o Capitalize on the investment made training Microsoft Innovative Educators 
(MIE) by creating a next step focusing on classroom integration. 

o Craft Microsoft Innovative Educator Classroom (MIEC) as a district-wide 
initiative, keeping with the following major system priorities: prepare 
students for a diverse and technologically rich society;  utilize technology to 
improve student achievement. 

o Converge with current strategy and message of:  blended and personalized 
learning; supporting and promoting teachers. 

o Connect technology implementation to subject standards. 

o Curate model technology integration lessons based on MIE tools to make 
available to all teachers via a repository in planned Learning Management 
System. 

o Identify teachers/classrooms using MIE training pervasively as exemplars, 
modeling technology integration. 

o Construct an avenue for building capacity of technology leaders in our 
schools. 

 After explaining the program, in conjunction with the Canvas roll-out, Mrs. Newton 
expressed an appreciation for the Council to assist as a voice in the Community as 
to the awareness of the future increase in technology requirements of individual 
students and the need for access to learning devices in and out of the school. The 
Council was very interested in what the exact plan is to get MCMS closer to a one-
on-one status and if there was a particular goal date set. Mrs. Newton explained the 
need hierarchy being filled beginning at the top with Title I status, then percentage 
of free & reduced lunch, then usage statistics, then age of current equipment, etc. 
all affecting the answer to the timing/goal date question. Dr. Carnes concurred by 
adding that Dr. Martin was the lead cheerleader in facilitating our position on that 
hierarchy. Council members then initiated a very supportive dialogue started asking 
what they could do in the interim and whether the PTSA was a resource, a 
suggestion offered by Mrs. Ball. Council member Blackwell stated he has a 
connection with a large computer company, as do Mr. Lukow and Mrs. Saas, so they 
were all interested as well in what role they could play in allocating resources to 
supplement what the District may not be able to. Mrs. Newton confirmed that our 



new School Improvement Plan, focusing on ELA content, was another step in the 
right direction of committing to the need of increased technology access for writing 
instruction. 

 Dr. Carnes adjourned the meeting stating that as soon as we hear what is the 
County’s disbursement plan for additional technology to be allocated to MCMS, Dr. 
Martin will then be able to determine whether any further needs exist, hopefully in 
time by the next meeting scheduled for 2/16/17 at 4:10 PM in front office 
conference room. Please let Mrs. Saas know of any agenda items to be added for 
that meeting. 

 


